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Welcome to Pinerolo

Welcome to Pinerolo, where music unites the world.

Thanks to the Accademia di Musica and its International Chamber Music Competition, our city, small though
it may be, is transformed into an international meeting point for musical talent, passion and culture.

With a yearly enrollment of 600 students, coming from all regions of Italy and from many other countries,
over thirty years the Accademia has built a reputation for absolute excellence. This has been achieved thanks
to 60 renowned teachers and the high quality of the teaching methods used to train musicians from all over
the world. Today, Pinerolo is recognised as a reference point for advanced music training, providing a space
where talented young musicians can grow, be inspired and find their own voice.

The International Chamber Music Competition is the culmination of this vision: music as a universal language,
a bridge between cultures, with concepts like “together” and “harmony” embedded right in its terminology,
reminding us that only by working together can we create something that is important and meaningful.

So our heartfelt thanks go to the Accademia di Musica for its admirable work and for this event, where the
beauty of art is combined with the pleasure of meeting the world.

May music continue to unite us all.

Benvenuti a Pinerolo, dove la musica fa incontrare il mondo.

Grazie allAccademia di Musica e alla sua International Chamber Music Competition, la nostra citta, pur nella sua
dimensione raccolta, si trasforma in un crocevia internazionale di talento, passione e cultura.

Con oltre 600 studenti ogni anno, provenienti da tutta Italia e da molti Paesi, UAccademia ha costruito in trentanni
una storia di eccellenza straordinaria. Il merito va ai suoi 60 straordinari docenti e alla qualita di una didattica che
ha formato musicisti di tutto il mondo. Oggi, Pinerolo e un punto di riferimento per lalta formazione musicale, uno
spazio in cui i talenti possono crescere, ispirarsi e trovare la propria voce.

L'International Chamber Music Competition rappresenta lapice di questa visione: la musica come linguaggio
universale, un ponte tra culture, capace di incarnare un vocabolario che trova la sua espressione in parole come
“accordo”, “insieme” e “armonia”. Termini che ci ricordano che solo attraverso la collaborazione possiamo creare
qualcosa di davvero grande e significativo.

Un sentito ringraziamento va quindi allAccademia di Musica per il suo straordinario lavoro e per questo evento,
che fonde la bellezza dellarte con il piacere di incontrare il mondo.

Che la musica continui a unirci tutti.

Luca Salvai, Mayor of Pinerolo / Sindaco di Pinerolo
Francesca Costarelli, Deputy Mayor and Councillor for Culture /
Vicesindaca e Assessora alla Cultura



Welcome to Torino

Once again in 2025 the City of Torino and the Metropolitan City have chosen to support the International
Chamber Music Competition "Citta di Pinerolo e Torino Citta Metropolitana”. This music competition is a
unique format in ltaly and is recognised at an international level by the World Federation of International
Music Competitions in Geneva. For Torino this is an important and prestigious event that continues to
highlight the synergies and the potential of our city’s offer of classical music.

Through this competition, the City of Torino and the Metropolitan City are enthusiastic and wholehearted in
offering our support to the Fondazione Accademia, a support aimed at encouraging talented young people
working in the world of music, and at fostering the access to and the enjoyment of music for all our citizens.
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The City is again proud to provide the venue for the final round of the competition and the prize giving ceremony,
the splendid “Giuseppe Verdi” auditorium at the Conservatory of Torino. This hall will offer both musicians
and audience an unforgettable experience, since it is steeped in culture and history and is undisputedly the
beating heart of classical music in Torino.

Anche per ledizione 2025 la Citta di Torino e la Citta metropolitana di Torino hanno scelto di accompagnare
lInternational Chamber Music Competition “Citta di Pinerolo e Torino Citta metropolitana”, una competizione
musicale unica in Italia per le sue caratteristiche e riconosciuta a livello mondiale dalla World Federation of
International Music Competition di Ginevra, che continua a rappresentare per Torino un’importante e prestigiosa
occasione per mettere in luce le sinergie e le potenzialita del sistema musicale cittadino.

Attraverso la manifestazione, la Citta di Torino e la Citta metropolitana di Torino con entusiasmo e convinzione,
offrono alla Fondazione Accademia il loro supporto orientato al sostegno dei giovani talenti in ambito musicale e a
favorire la fruizione della musica da parte dei cittadini tutti.

La Citta é orgogliosa di poter accogliere nuovamente 'evento finale nella meravigliosa cornice della sala “Giuseppe
Verdi” del Conservatorio di Torino per poter regalare a musicisti e pubblico momenti indimenticabili in una cornice
ricca di storia e cultura, luogo indiscusso nella storia della musica classica cittadina.
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Aka Duo - 1° premio - ‘Pinerolo e Torino Citta metropolitana’ and Special Prize
2023 - photo credit: Giorgio Vergnano

It all began 30 years ago, on October 14, 1994 in Pinerolo, when we launched an event that we later named
Autumn Music Festival, which comprised a wide range of cultural activities, including an international music
competition called Concorso Internazionale di Musica "Pinerolo, Citta della Cavalleria”. Now this year’s
competition will be our 18th and we have passed so many milestones along the way.

The Accademia di Musica is today one of the leading centres for advanced music training in Italy and has
become a Third Sector Foundation, marking a further crucial stage in a process of continual growth that
has seen us become one of the most prestigious schools of advanced music education. The merit for this
achievement lies with our training offer, aimed specifically at preparing young musicians for their future
profession (taught by our staff of over 60 internationally famous teachers to around 650 students enrolled
each year), as well as with our varied and acclaimed programme of concerts.

The International Competition has grown with our Accademia: it is now open to ensembles ranging from duos
to sextets, and its importance as a cultural event has been validated by the fact that it is now staged in synergy
by two cities, Pinerolo and Turin, and has been renamed the International Chamber Music Competition
“Pinerolo e Torino Citta metropolitana”. It has also become a member of the Fédération Mondiale Concours
Internationaux de Musique of Geneva. It now remains only for us to give the stage to our renowned jury of
internationally famous musicians, and to extend our best wishes to all the competitors admitted to the live
finals, who are among the best musicians (under 33) on the world music scene today.

Tutto ebbe inizio 30 anni fa, il 14 ottobre 1994 a Pinerolo, con ['avvio di quello che sarebbe poi stato battezzato
Festival Musicale d’Autunno, un ampio contenitore di attivita culturali che comprendeva anche il Concorso
Internazionale di Musica "Pinerolo, Citta della Cavalleria”. Siamo ora alla XVIII edizione e tanti sono i traguardi
conseguitinel tempo. L 'Accademia di Musica é diventata Fondazione del Terzo Settore, segnando un'ulteriore tappa
in quel percorso di crescita che oggi lannovera tra le piu rinomate istituzioni di alta formazione in Italia, grazie a
un’offerta didattica orientata alla professione - che ogni anno coinvolge pit di 60 docenti di fama internazionale e
circa 650 studenti - cui si affianca una vivace e rinomata attivita concertistica.

Il Concorso € cresciuto insieme a lei, aprendosi a formazioni dal duo al sestetto, vedendo riconosciuto il suo
alto valore culturale nella sinergia delle due citta che 'ha ribattezzato International Chamber Music Competition
“Pinerolo e Torino Citta metropolitana”, e divenendo membro della Fédération Mondiale Concours Internationaux
de Musique di Ginevra. Non ci resta che dare la parola alla prestigiosa Giuria di fama internazionale, e fare i nostri
migliori auguri a tutti i concorrenti ammessi alla finale dal vivo, tra i migliori musicisti under 33 del panorama
internazionale.

, Presidente / President of the Fondazione Accademia di Musica ETS



1994-2025
History of the Competition

THE EARLIEST COMPETITIONS: FROM TRIOS TO CHAMBER MUSIC ENSEMBLES

The very first Competition, then called “Pinerolo Citta della Cavalleria”, took place in 1994. Initially held in
November, the International Chamber Music Competition (piano and trio sections, reserved for competitors
possessing a complex and consolidated repertoire], ran concurrently with another competition, the Rassegna
Internazionale di Giovani Musicisti, dedicated to younger musicians (from 5 to 23, competing in different age
groups). From 1997, in response to the growing demand from other kinds of chamber music ensembles to
be allowed to take part in the Competition, we decided to expand the trio section to include other formats: we
accepted duos, trios, quartets and quintets with piano, strings and clarinet, and, later, also string quartets
and duos of piano four hands.

THE CHAMBER MUSIC AND THE PIANO SECTIONS

With the inauguration of the new premises of the Accademia di Musica in the former Cavalry Academy of
Pinerolo on 14 October 2000, we were able to greatly increase the number of contestants in our competition
(in both the chamber music and the piano sections) and to define in absolute terms the fundamental and
essential values of the ICM. As a result of the international prestige of our juries and the uncompromising
quality of their decisions, year after year we saw a rise in the musical ability of the participants. The contest
took place in a tranquil and constructive environment, to which the families of Pinerolo contributed hugely,
by opening up their homes to young musicians from all over the world, with a genuine emotional involvement
that went far beyond the simple act of providing accommodation.

AN INCREASINGLY INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

Over the years the Competition has grown, and until 2018 have consisted of three rounds of audition: an
elimination round with a free programme, to which all competitors are admitted; a semifinal, where the 12
competitors admitted must choose several pieces from a set list; and a final, again with a set list of pieces the
5 competitors admitted must choose from. The final five contestants will be awarded money prizes, concert
engagements, the Patrizia Cerutti Bresso special prize (for the best performance of the set pieces] and, since
2010, an Audience Award, decided by popular vote after the finalists’ concert.

Participants in recent ICM Competitions have included young musicians from Italy and Albania, Argentina,
Armenia, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Belarus, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, China,
Korea, Croatia, Ecuador, Estonia, Ex-Yugoslavia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Japan, Great Britain,
Greece, Holland, Hungary, India, Ireland, Israel, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Malaysia, Moldova, Norway,
the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Czech Republic, Romania, Russia, San Marino, Serbia, Singapore, Siria,
Slovakia, Spain, the Czech Republic, the USA, South Korea, South Africa, Switzerland, Taiwan, Turkey, the
Ukraine, Hungary, Uzbekistan, and Venezuela. In 2011 the “City of Pinerolo” International Chamber Music
Competition became part of the World Federation of International Music Competitions in Geneva.

Since 2016 its prestigious showcase will more than ever before provide a stage for future talents of the
music world, thanks to a new collaboration that will make this possible, a collaboration between the Cities of
Pinerolo, of Torino and of its surrounding area. This year’s Competition will be held at venues in Pinerolo and
Turin from 3 to 9 March 2025. The first round of pre-selection was conducted through performance videos
submitted by candidates in 2024.
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Roll of Honour

2023

1st prize Citta di Pinerolo e Torino Citta metropolitana Aka Duo (Japan)

2nd prize Accademia di Musica Trio Orelon (Germany, Spain, Italy)

3rd prize Club Pinerolesi | Rotary Pinerolo - Lions Pinerolese Host - Zonta Pinerolo Quartetto Werther
(Italy, Serbia)

4th prize Cané Medical Technology Duo Dallagnese (ltaly)

5th prize Top Casa Tovesco Trio (France, Germany, Italy)

Special prize InClassic Aka Duo (Japan)

Special prize Patrizia Cerutti Bresso Tovesco Trio (France, Germany, Italy)

Audience prize Clinica dentale Cappellin Tovesco Trio (France, Germany, Italy)

2018

1st prize Citta di Pinerolo e Torino Citta metropolitana Trio Kanon (Japan, ltaly, Italy)

2nd prize Iren Duo Fidelio (Brasil, Russia)

3rd prize Associazione Bianca - Cantalupa Alinde Quartett (Italy, Atlanta - U.S.A,, ltaly, Germany)
4th prize Accademia Opalio Quintet (Irland, Svezia, France, Poland, Italy)

5th prize Top Casa Lux Trio (South Korea)

6th prize (unexpected prize) - Trio Pedrell (Spain)

Special prize Patrizia Cerutti Bresso Trio Kanon (Japan, Italy, Italy)

Audience prize Trio Kanon (Japan, Italy, Italy)

2016

1st prize Citta di Pinerolo e Torino Cittd metropolitana Stratos Quartett (Austria, Czech Republic, Austria, Japan)
2nd prize Iren P.E.S. Duo (Austria)

3rd prize Associazione Bianca - Cantalupa Duo Hoffnung (Japan)

4th prize Rotary Club Pinerolo e Rotary Club Torino Duo Schaffer-Jegunova (Germany, Lithuania)

5th prize - Duo Urba (Lithuania, Russia)

Special prize Patrizia Cerutti Bresso Stratos Quartett (Austria, Czech Republic, Austria, Japan)

Audience prize P.E.S. Duo (Austria)

2013

1st prize Yoon Trio (Finland, Korea)

2nd prize Notos Quartett (Germany, Israel]

3rd prize ex - aequo Busch Ensemble (Golland, UK, Israel] Nemtsov Duo (Russia)
4th prize Alinde Quartett (Italy, Germany, France)

5th prize Ellipse Quatuor (France, Korea)

Special prize Patrizia Cerutti Bresso Notos Quartett

Audience prize Notos Quartett

2011

1st prize Duo Birringer (Germany)

2nd prize Trio Concordiae (Russia, Italy, Uzbekistan)

3rd prize Duo Shugaev - Mardanova (Russia)

4th prize LightDuo (Russia)

Special prize Patrizia Cerutti Bresso Duo Birringer (Germany)

Audience prize LightDuo (Russia)

Jury prize Duo Messa - Abeshi (ltaly, USA] Jonathan Flaksman & Sang Hee Park (USA / Korea)

2009

1st prize David & Julie (Norway)

2nd prize Duo Framarin - Saito (ltaly,Japan)

3rd prize Quartetto Lyskamm (ltaly)

Special prize Patrizia Cerutti Bresso Quartetto Lyskamm (Italy)

10

2007

1st prize Bonnard Trio (Armenia, Russia, Ukraine)

2nd prize Duo Favalessa - Semeraro (ltaly)

3rd prize M = Art Trio (Russia)

Special prize Patrizia Cerutti Bresso M - Art Trio (Russia)

2005

1st prize Duo Prestissimo (Romania, Latvia)

2nd prize Duo Bobovitch - Kolesnitschenko (Ukraine)

3rd prize ex-aequo Duo Lovett (Francia) / Duo Romanoff - Yamamoto (U.S.A., Giappone)
Special prize Patrizia Cerutti Bresso Duo Bobovitch - Kolesnitschenko (Ukraine)

Ettore Richaud Scholarship Duo leracitano - Casati (Italy)

2003

1st prize unassigned
2nd prize Duo Petitdemange - Maliarevitch (France)
3rd prize Duo Lucchesi - Fehr (Italy, Swiss)

2002

1st prize Duo Ivanov - Ivanova (Russia)

2nd prize Duo Baldini - Santin (Italy)

3rd prize Duo Karslian - Zilman (Russia)
Special mention of the jury Duo Prevert (Italy)

2001

1st prize Ars Trio (Italy)
2nd prize Duo Popov - Patcheva (Russia)

1999

1st prize Duo Zappa - Mainolfi (Svizzera)
2nd prize Duo Fervidi - Novaretto (Italy)

1998

1st prize Duo Laffranchini - Cattarossi (Italy)

2nd prize Duo Nakagawa - Miyagawa (Japan)

Special mention of the jury Duo Noferini - Rebaudengo (ltaly)

1997

1st prize Quadro Veneto (Italy)

2nd prize Duo Dautricourt - Mallarte (France)

Special mention of the jury Duo Tinelli - Palladino (Italy)

1996

1st prize Trio Rachmaninov
2nd prize Quartetto Florestano

1995

1st prize Trio Estense (Italy)
2nd prize unassigned

1994

1st prize Trio Schumann (ltaly)
2nd prize unassigned




Quartetto Werther
3rd prize "Club Pinerolesi” - Rotary Pinerolo, Lions Pinerolese Host, Zonta Club Pinerolo
2023 - photo credit: Giorgio Vergnano

Schedule

Free admitted

First round

Accademia di Musica, Pinerolo

4 March | 2.00 - 6.30 p.m.

5 March | 9.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. 1 2.30 - 6.00 p.m.

6 March | 9.30 a.m. - 12.00 p.m. | Winner’s Announcement 12.30 p.m.

Semifinal
Accademia di Musica, Pinerolo
7 March | 9.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. 1 2.30 - 5.30 p.m. | Winner’s Announcement 6.00 p.m.

Final
Accademia di Musica, Pinerolo
8 March | 10.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m.

The Concert with 5 finalists and the Award ceremony
9 March 2025 | 5.00 p.m. | Conservatorio “G. Verdi”, Torino

The final concert in which the 5 finalists ensembles performed,
the closing celebrations and the prizegiving.
Evening's presenter is Federico Sacchi, musicteller.

OFF / Fringe

The ICM Competition will have a “fringe” event. In the L'Oragiusta restaurant (corso Torino, 90 - Pinerolo), under the arcades opposite the
Accademia di Musica, a piano will be made available to competitors. Here they will be able to hold impromptu concerts and entertain those
present with surprise performances.

Times may be subject to change



ICM Competition 2023

photo credit: Giorgio Vergnano

2025°1CM awards

€1 3,500 Citta di Pinerolo e Torino Citta metropolitana

€ 8,000 Fondazione Accademia di Musica

| 3rd Prize |
€ 4,000 Clubs from Pinerolo

Rotary Pinerolo, Lions Club del Pinerolese Host, Lions Club Pinerolo Acaja,
Lions Club Barge-Bagnolo-Cavour, Lions Club Luserna S.G.-Torre Pellice, Zonta Club Pinerolo

€ 3,000 Top Casa

| 5th Prize |
€1 ,500 Streglio

Dodo jewelry by Pomellato for each ensemble members Patrizia Cerutti Bresso
for the best performance of a composition by Schumann or Brahms

€1 ,500 Clinica dentale Cappellin

Concerts for the winners among the most important concerts associations.

Prize for the audience.
A travel voucher for a trip of their choice (2 nights, 2 breakfasts e 2 dinners in hotel 3* and 4* for 2 people)
offered by Libreria Mondadori Bookstore in Pinerolo.

*Prizes are expressed as gross amounts, prior to any possible withholding taxes



ICM Competition 2023 - First round

photo credit: Giorgio Vergnano




£
Francesco Antonioni / composer ITALY

Francesco Antonioni has been described as “a composer who knows exactly what he wants and how to
achieve it” (The Guardian). Taking its roots from classical music, Francesco Antonioni’s unique musical
style draws from several languages, conveying “a great sense of freedom from the dogmas of both the
avantgarde and the anti-avantgarde” (Classic Voice).

Characterised by rhythmical exuberance, complex harmonies, combined with melodies of Mediterranean
origin and provenance, his music is also in high demand among choreographers and dancers. Initially
trained as concert pianist, Francesco has also established himself as a major cultural commentator,
being active as freelance presenter of music on radio and television.

His works have been commissioned and played by major orchestras and music festivals, such as the
Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia [Rome], Ensemble Modern (Frankfurt), Birmingham Contemporary
Music Group (UK], MiTo Settembre Musica (Turin and Milan), the Biennale di Venezia (2001, 2010, 2016},
and Albany Symphony Orchestra (USA). His music has been performed by Antonio Pappano, Vladimir
Ashkenazy, George Benjamin, Evelyn Glennie, Yuri Bashmet and since 2009 has been represented
and published by Ricordi. Francesco Antonioni has been a composition tutor and supervisor of the
performance-oriented course at the Fondazione Accademia di Musica.

Lukas Hagen / violin AUSTRIA

Lukas Hagen was born in Salzburg. He studied at the Mozarteum University under Dr. Helmut Zehetmair
and graduated in 1983 with distinction. After his university studies he was taught for a year by Gidon
Kremer. Other important teachers for Lukas Hagen were Nikolaus Harnoncourt and Walter Levin.
Invitations to the Lockenhaus Festival of Chamber Music gave him the possibility to make music together
with artists such as Oleg Maisenberg, Heinrich Schiff, Andras Schiff and Vladimir Ashkenazy.

Lukas Hagen is first violinist of the Hagen Quartet and since 1981 he has performed in all the world’s
major music centres. The Hagen Quartet was awarded first prize at the international competitions in
Portsmouth and Evian. The quartet has had an exclusive contract with Deutsche Grammophon since 1985.
Lukas Hagen has performed as soloist at the Salzburg Mozart Week and at the Salzburg Festival. He has
given concerts in ltaly, Germany, England and Japan.

Lukas Hagen overallis leader of the Chamber Orchestra of Europe and aviolinist in the Serapion Ensemble.
Lukas Hagen has been a professor at the Mozarteum University and at the Fondazione Accademia di
Musica and he is frequently invited to sit on juries at international competitions and to give master-
classes.



Francesco Pennarola / piano

Francesco Pennarola graduated in piano with full marks and honors and then in Composition at the
“Giuseppe Verdi” Conservatory in Turin, subsequently obtaining a degree in Music and Performing Arts
Disciplines at the University of Bologna.

Graduated from the Master in International Cultural Management at the University of Genoa, he was
Director of the “G.F. Ghedini” in Cuneo from 2011 to 2017, an institution where he had already been
responsible for the International Relations Office.

Francesco Pennarola has given recitals and concertsin Italy (Turin, Novara, Milan, Verona, Naples, Cagliari,
Rome, etc.] and abroad (Lugano, Salzburg, Luxembourg, Bucharest, Jasy, Craiova, Arad, Thessaloniki,
Athens, Minsk, Tehran, Vancouver, Banff, Santiago de Chile, Punta Arenas, Buenos Aires, Cordoba,
Ushuaia, Bilbao, etc.), as a soloist, soloist with orchestra, in chamber ensembles; he has collaborated
with RAI Radiotelevisione lItaliana as a conductor, author and director of radio programs for Radio Tre
(Mattino Tre; Changing stage; Music Masala: India behind the scenes), Radio Due (Trame; Il Geco di cittal,
and television programs for RaiSat Show (Liaison).

Since November 2020 he has been Director of the “G. Verdi” Conservatory in Turin.
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Muriel Razavi / viola IRAN - USA

American-Iranian Violist Muriel Razavi is in great demand as a soloist, chamber musician and orchestral
musician in the baroque as well as in the contemporary music field. She teaches as Professor for Viola
at the University Mozarteum Salzburg and at the Staatliche Hochschule fir Musik Trossingen. She is a
member of the West Eastern Divan Orchestra, conducted by Daniel

Barenboim and of the Ensemble “Mutter’s Virtuosi” under the artistic leadership of Violinist Anne -
Sophie Mutter.

She is currently enrolled in a doctoral program (Dr.sc.mus) at the Hamburg University of Music and
Theatre under the artistic supervision of Daniel Barenboim, where she is conducting research on Re-
Orientalism in Music. In the last years Muriel has been working on special concert designs and formats
with music by Iranian composers of contemporary classical music from the “Iranian Female Composers
Association” and commissioned the Viola Concerto “her path through clay and silk” composed by Golfam
Khayam. In 2024 she played the Debut of Khayams Double Concerto for Viola and Santur with the Bridges
Chamber Orchestra under the Baton of Nabil Shehata in the HR Sendesaal Frankfurt. She received the
“award for an outstanding program with special societal relevance” for her Viola Solo performance
“ancient eve is once again offering apples” at the Dbii- Competition (2022) and performed her solo show
at the Ultraschallfestival Berlin and the Heidelberger Frihling Music Festival.

Ms. Razavi is a first prize winner of the international “Washington String Competition” (Washington D.C.,
2018) and award winner of the international competitions “Michael Spisak” (Katowice, 2017) and “Citta
di Cremona” at the 43. international Viola Conference (Cremona, 2016). She has played at numerous
festivals, including the “Seiji Ozawa International Academy Switzerland”, the Schleswig - Holstein
Festival, the Mecklenburg-Vorpommern Festival, the Rheingau Music Festival, the Stavelot Festival in
Belgium, the Yeosu Festival in South Korea and the Musicales de Frutillar in Chile, where she also taught
a masterclass.
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Cristo Barrios Reyes / clarinei

Cristo Barrios is a clarinettist who has forged an international career as a soloist and chamber musician,
encompassing the classical, romantic and 20th century repertoire. Engagements have taken him to
the Wigmore Hall and Cadogan Hall in London, Konzerthaus in Berlin and Vienna, Concertgebouw in
Amsterdam, Carnegie Hallin New York, Auditorio Nacional in Madrid, and Palau de la MUsica in Barcelona
and Valencia. He has performed with the Elias, Minetti, Endellion, Arditti and Brodsky string quartets, the
Fauré Piano Quartet, and soloists Romain Guyot, Asier Polo and Maxim Rysanov.

In 2013, he co-founded the Quantum Ensemble, known for its innovative programming that combines
contemporary works with music from the past three centuries. Barrios’ commitment to new repertoire
has led to world premieres of Gustavo Diaz-Jerez's Ayssuragan (Tenerife Symphony Orchestra, Antoine
Marguier) and Nino Diaz's Second Clarinet Concerto (Mariinsky Symphony Orchestra, Valery Gergiev).
His fascination with composer-performer collaborations and philosophical issues in music inspired
his PhD in Musicology (Complutense University, 2017); his doctoral research involved engaging directly
with Rautavaara, Lachenmann, Saariaho and Widmann, as well as the leading clarinet soloists in
contemporary music. His current research focuses on music pedagogy, where he combines philosophy of
art and musicology to develop new teaching approaches and tools.

Barrios’ recordings include The Voice of the Clarinet (Divine Art), 20th Century Music for Clarinet (Metier],
IAMUS (Melomics), Deep Light (Ibs Classical) and the symphonic poem Ayssuragan with the Royal Scottish
National Orchestra (Signum Classics). He teaches at the Centro Superior Katarina Gurskain Madrid and has
delivered masterclasses at the leading European conservatoires. An Honorary Associate of the Royal
Academy of Music and a Backun and Vandoren artist, he also offers an online mentoring service tailored
to help musicians at the early stages of their career with matters of professional and artistic strategizing,
performance skills and the preparation for auditions.
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Claus Christian Schuster / piano AUSTRIA

Pianist Claus-Christian Schuster was born in Vienna in 1952. He studied in Vienna, Bloomington (USA]
and at the Tchaikovsky Conservatory in Moscow with his father Alfred Schuster, Wilhelm Huebner-
Langenbruck, Hans Graf, Dieter Weber and Vera Gornostaeva. His meeting with Wilhelm Kempff in
Positano left an indelible impression on him. He won several international piano and chamber music
competitions and played as a soloist until 1984. That same year he founded the Wiener Schubert Trio,
a regular guest at the most important music centres and the most renowned chamber music festivals
such as: the Musikverein in Vienna with their own cycle since 1988, the Salzburg Festival, the Teatro alla
Scala in Milan, La Fenice in Venice, the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, etc. After the dissolution of the
Wiener Schubert Trio in 1993, Schuster and Martin Hornstein, the Trio’s cellist, invited Amiram Ganz to
form the new Altenberg Trio Wien with them in the same year, continuing and intensifying its international
chamber music activities until 2012, when Schuster was forced to leave the stage.

Between 1976 and 1986 Claus-Christian Schuster taught at the Musikhochschule Wien and from 1991 to
2012 he led a long series of advanced seminars in chamber music at the Vienna Conservatory (the Vienna
University of Music and Arts). Together with his companions, he taught in numerous master classes in
about ten European countries and the USA.

After 2012 Schuster worked in musicological research and musical non-fiction.

23



Wen-Sinn Yang / cello SWITZERLAND

Enthusiasm for the unknown and constant research distinguishes Wen-Sinn Yang as one of the most
versatile cellists of the present day. His performances not only revive the music of nineteenth-century
cello virtuosos such as Adrien Francois Servais and Karl Yulievich Davydov, but also introduce his
audiences to such modern composers as Aribert Reimann and Isang Yun.

Alongside his activities as an internationally renowned soloist under conductors including Sir Colin Davis,
Lorin Maazel, Mariss Jansons, Shiao-Chia Li, Grzegorz Nowak, Daniel Klajner, Yukata Sado and Michael
Hofstetter and with such orchestras as the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra the Shanghai Symphony,
the NHK Tokyo, the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and the Russian State Orchestra of Moscow, Wen-
Sinn Yang is also a highly sought-after chamber music partner. His mastery and technical skill is not
only strongly expressive but also particularly sensitive, which continues to open up ever-new listening
perspectives.

Wen-Sinn Yang's wide-ranging repertoire is documented on more than 30 CDs. These include not only
the principal works for violoncello by Boccherini, Haydn, Beethoven, Schubert, Saint-Saens, Lalo,
Tchaikovsky and Dvorak, but also compositions by Henri Vieuxtemps, Frank Martin, Leonid Sabaneev and
Sofia Gubaidulina. Many of these are distinguished as premiere recordings.

Yang, in cooperation with Bavarian Television, recorded the six solo suites of J.S. Bach in 2005. This

DVD, released by Arthaus, was praised by critics for its profound awareness of historically informed
interpretation performed on modern instruments.

Yang has been Professor of Violoncello at the Academy of Music and Theatre in Munich since 2004 and
also regularly conducts international master courses.
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Aes Duo
piano / clarinet

Mammarella Emanuele / Clarinet
22/08/1994, Casalincontrada

Mantovani Marco / Piano
15/07/1992, Mantova

Aes Duo is composed of Emanuele Mammarella and Marco Mantovani, two young Italian musicians formed
at “Koninklijk Conservatorium Brussel”. They have been performing in venues such as BOZAR in Brussels
and Casa da Musica in Porto with programs connecting Romantic repertoire with contemporary creations.

First Round R. Schumann
Zart und mit Ausdruck
Lebhaft, leicht

Rasch und mit Feuer

5 Bruchstticke (1997) 8
Aussert langsam
Presto possibile
Sehr langsam
Energiegeladen, sehr schnell V.
Achtel=40

J. Widmann

J. Horowitz
Allegro calmato
Lento, quasi andante
Con brio

Semifinal J. Brahms
Allegro appassionato
Andante un poco adagio
Allegretto grazioso
Vivace

Final C. Reinecke
Allegro
Intermezzo. Allegretto vivace
Andante tranquillo
Finale. Allegro molto agitato ed appassionato,
quasi Presto.

M. Lindberg

L. Bernstein
Grazioso
Andantino - Vivace e leggero

C. M. Weber
Allegro con fuoco
Andante con moto
Rondo, Allegro

3 Fantasiestiicke op. 73 10

Sonatina per clarinetto e pianoforte 14

Sonata in fa minore op. 120 n. 1 22’

Sonata Undine in mi minore op. 167 200

Acequia Madre (2012) 10°

Sonata per clarinetto e pianoforte 10°

Grand Duo Concertante op. 48 20

Duo Althea

piano / clarinet

Possenti Nicola / piano
13/01/1996, Rome

Pellegrini Paolo / clarinet
31/05/1996, Brescia

Duo Althea began their artistic collaboration in 2019 in Tallinn, at the Estonian Academy of Music and
Theatre. They have won international and national prizes, played in renowned halls in many Italian cities and
for the prestigious Rai Radio 3.

First Round N. Rota
Allegro scorrevole (cantabile]
Andante quasi adagio
Allegro scorrevole

A.Berg Vier Stlicke per clarinetto e pianoforte op. 5 8’
MéBig
Sehr langsam
Sehr rasch
Langsam

L. Bernstein
Grazioso
Andantino - Vivace e leggero

Semifinal R. Schumann
Zart und mit Ausdruck
Lebhaft, leicht
Rasch und mit Feuer

Final F. Ries
Adagio - Allegro
Adagio con moto
Adagio - Allegro non troppo - Prestissimo

5 Bruchstiicke 9
Aussert Langsam
Presto Possibile
Sehr Langsam, Frei
Energiegeladen, Sehr Schnell
Achtel=40

J. Widmann

J. Brahms
Allegro appassionato
Andante un poco adagio
Allegretto grazioso
Vivace

Sonata in re per clarinetto e pianoforte 13

Sonata per clarinetto e pianoforte 10

3 Fantasiestilicke op. 73 10°

Sonata per clarinetto e pianoforte op. 29 23’

Sonata in fa minore op. 120 n. 1 23
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